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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4, 6, 8-13, 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hwang. 

Hwang discloses a plurality of treads (fig. 2); plurality of risers, each of which is 
detachably connected to at least one of the treads (fig. 7, claim 3), a transmission 
device disposed in the body and connected to the treads and the risers for moving the 
treads and the risers (fig. 5, claim 3), wherein the treads abutting the risers are 
deployed stair climber configuration (fig. 2,7, claim 3), wherein the treads substantially 
coplanar to the risers are deployed the treadmill configuration (fig. 2, 7, claim 3); an 
elevating device coupled body (40). 

Hwang does not specifically detail a panel, however it is obvious to have a panel 
for enabling input operational settings such as speed and active passive mode 
selection, and as it appears Hwang has a panel (fig. 1). 

As for claims 2-3, Hwang further discloses a plurality of connectors and each 
which detachably disposed between least one tread and at least one plate (fig. 7, claim 
3), a plurality of transmission shafts coupled to the transmission device (fig. 5). 
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Hwang does not specifically disclose a controller, coupled to the elevating device 
and the transmission device, controlling the elevating device and the transmission 
device, however it is obvious, for Hwang to have a controller, for controlling an elevating 
device, as Hwang's motor must have some kind of controller to operate. 

Hwang further disclose the treads are rendered coplanar with the risers by 
rotating about the connectors and deploying the treadmill configuration (fig. 5), display 
coupled to the panel, providing an environmental simulation (fig. 1). 

As for claims 11-13, 15-17, Hwang discloses a plurality of treads (fig. 1); a belt on 
which the treads are movably disposed (fig. 1); plurality of adjusting mechanism 
disposed between the treads and the belt , bracketing the treads and keeping the 
corresponding treads in a horizontal orientation (fig. 2); an elevating device coupled to 
the body (fig. 1), extending the body to a predetermined position being angled with 
respect to the horizontal surface, a panel is disposed at the front device (fig. 1), wheel, 
coupled to the belt, moving treads (30). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Hwang in view Brentham. 
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Hwang does not disclose the elevating device is a hydraulic device. 

Brentham discloses an elevating device is hydraulic device for a stair climber. 

It would have been obvious to use Brentham's hydraulic device, with Hwang's 
stair climber, as it is well known as taught by Brentham, to use a hydraulic device, to 
raise a stair climber. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 5 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Glenn Richman whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4981. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Greg Huson can be reached on 571-272-4887. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). i\ 




mienn Richman 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3764 



